
Pray that the Lord will show you clearly what on earth He wants you to do  

                  Normal 21
st

 Century Church Life. 
           -  a vision for the church in Oxford to work towards. 
                What will the Church look like when Jesus comes back?  
                         What kind of routine should we have if any? 
 
What will the Church look like when Jesus comes back? 
If we believe that Jesus is working in His church, preparing her for His 

return, to be presented as a bride 
“Without spot or wrinkle” (Eph 5:27) 
then the Church when Jesus returns 
will be overwhelmingly beautiful. 
However, there will be many battles 
along the way. The Enemy knows 
that the Church is God’s special 
creation, won with great suffering on 
the part of Jesus. The Enemy is 
always trying to ruin God’s 

purposes. Let’s look at God’s vision for us: 
 
The glorious people of God – in love with Him: 
1 Peter 2:4-9 declares the beautiful nature and first purpose of the church: 
“As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by 
God and precious to him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ……you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 
 
- This declaration is already true about the real church, and God is working 
in Her. She will shine extraordinarily in a world that gets increasingly darker 
through individualism, self-centeredness and greed. 
 
The glorious people of God – in love with one another: 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 says: “Now about your love for one another we do 
not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to 
love each other…….Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more 
and more”    



“Your doctrine will determine how you live” 

- The love of the Lord’s people will shine ever more brightly in the last 
days. Combining this with our constant praise and worship will contrast 
ever more greatly with the darkness around us. 
 
The glorious people of God – taking the Gospel into the world: 
Jesus commanded: "Go into all the world and preach the Good News to 
everyone.” Mk 16:15 and later said: “this gospel of the Kingdom will be 
preached in the whole world, and then the end will come” Matt 24:14 
- This is the third mission of the church, to preach the Gospel and be 
witnesses to our neighbours, to the city and to the end of the world. 
 
A blessing and a curse: 
With the advance of technology we are 
fast arriving to the point when everyone 
will have heard the Gospel. That’s good 
news! However, in the meantime 
globalisation is threatening the style of 
living that the New Testament 
encourages us to have. Virtual 
relationships are taking up the time 
needed to spend in real relationships. It’s 
much healthier spending time with each 
other at home, in the congregation and 
with our neighbours. And as those 
around us see our good works – reaching out to the poor, the lonely, the 
needy, inviting them for meals – they will glorify God and it will help them to 
believe in Him (Mat 5:16). We are in a battle and there is much work to be 
done if we are to swim against the tide: 
 
Moving towards a New Testament church lifestyle today. 
Here we are going look at the New Testament lifestyle, given for us to 
imitate, and see how we can move towards it where we live: 
“Every day both in the temple courts and from house to house, they did 
not stop teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus was the 
Christ.” Acts 5:42 
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The view through the telescope: 
“Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts.” 
Acts 2:46 
  
The early church met daily in 
Solomon’s portico, which was a 
covered walkway outside the 
temple. Here they “devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer” 
(Acts 2:42) and the apostles 
performed many signs and wonders. They probably bought their packed 
lunch with them and ate together. Today’s equivalent would be meeting as 
a whole church in the city centre in the open air if possible, with the leaders 
teaching, healing the sick and performing other miracles. In countries 
where meeting in the open air is not practical we would meet in large halls. 
Obviously the practical outworking of this will vary from place to place. In 
Oxford there are already large church buildings which can be used. 
Perhaps we would hire the football stadium or a large marquee from time 
to time as well as having our annual “Love Oxford” gathering. But the goal 
should be to see the Church in Oxford unite together under the leaders of 
the city whom God has ordained. Praising, worshipping and eating together 
regularly will maintain the unity of the spirit and move us towards the unity 
of the faith (Eph 4) like nothing else. This unity will have a profound effect 
on the faith of the people of Oxford, causing them to believe that Jesus is 
from God (John 17:23).  
 
The view through the microscope: 
Acts 2:46,47 says: “They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Here we see that meetings were also in houses. It is in smaller 
meetings where “each one has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a 
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation.” (1 Cor 14:26).  
 
 
 



“Your doctrine will determine how you live” 

The beautiful Church.  
As the end draws near she will arise every morning with a song of thanks 
and praise as God’s people are increasingly full of love for Him and one 
another. Every day this love will abound “more and more” (Phil 1:9; 1 Thes 
4:9). It will be plainly evident to the world around that the Kingdom of God 
is near. Just as in the early days, the church will be the talk of the town. 
Neighbours will see all Christians on their street loving one another. 
Miracles will be happening all around. God’s grace and love will be new 
every morning (Lam 3:23).   
 
Routine? 
If we take our lead from Jesus then we can see that his ministry was 
characterised by variety. Even the way he healed blind men was different 

each time: One time he made 
some mud with the saliva, and 
put it on the man’s eyes and 
told him to wash(John 9). 
Another time he simply said 
“Go, your faith has healed you” 
(Mark 10). Still another time He 
just spat on the eyes of a blind 
man and put his hands on 
them. (Mark 8:22) 
When you’re in love, when the 
Spirit is moving, routine is the 

last thing that matters. When there is no real love routine takes over. We 
need routine – meetings, bible reading, outreach, etc, - but we must be 
watchful that it doesn’t take over and our love grows cold (Rev   
 
Conclusion 
We’ll be missing out on untold joy if we don’t find the enough time to 
prioritise building love between us and those of our household, our 
neighbours and other believers in the City, praying together with them for 
the church in the whole world. Let’s think big and small at the same time. 
Time is being stolen by activities that have nothing to do with Jesus’ work 
for us: to build the church locally and to pray that workers will go into all the 
world. More time spent in virtual communication than with neighbours is 
clearly a wrong balance. Let’s make a serious effort to change this. We 
must never be afraid to change what is wrong. God is on the move! There 
are glorious days ahead! 


